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Sen. ALLISON (Chair)  

Dr Repacholi, what I am trying to get at is this: what we understand to be the case is that 
Australian standards are likely to be relaxed, and they are to be relaxed in line with your 
recommendations for harmonisation. What I think the committee needs to understand is 
why it is that Australian standards should be relaxed to this harmonisation level.  
 

Another aspect of this is why the World Health Organisation should play a role.  
 

I am sure we can understand why the industry would want harmonisation, but why should 
that be of concern to the World Health Organisation?  

Dr. REPACHOLI  

There are two questions there. I was involved in the early attempts to develop an Australian 
standard. The standard was developed primarily on the international standard at the time and 
follows the international standard except in one region, called the microwave region. 
There was so much discontent about this that the level ended up being a negotiated level. 
 

It was not based on the science.  
 

Everything was based on the science up to that point, but the last part was not based on 
the science-it was negotiated between the unions and the government at the time.  

Sen. ALLISON (Chair)  

Is the new standard based on science?  

Dr. REPACHOLI  

Australia does not have a standard at the moment.  
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